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                                                      Dedication and Love 

    We receive our dogs in a variety of ways.  We have rescued 

well over a hundred dogs at this time!  Staff and trainers regu-

larly visit area shelters scouting for potential service-quality 

dogs.  Temperament testing is done to deter-

mine the dogôs suitability.  Most of these 

dogs come to the shelters with an unknown 

story and this makes the evaluation process 

even more challenging.  After careful con-

sideration, a decision is made as to whether 

the dog has the skills and temperament 

needed for assistance work, or is better off in 

a family home as a pet.  Those that are re-

leased from our program are adopted by 

loving families.    

     That brings me to the story of Kinzie.  She had been in our program, but 

didnôt quite have what it takes to be a service dog.  However, we knew she 

would make a wonderful family pet. You might remember that she was a fea-

tured release dog in one of our past newsletters.  She was in the care of Lori 

Sprague, a very dedicated volunteer, who provides foster care for us.  Kinzie 

lived with Lori for almost a year!  Erin McCormick, a friend of Loriôs, and 

another dedicated volunteer  for Summit, also adopted a Summit dog.   Erin did the great work of 

spreading the word of our work to a co-worker, Jenny Dakai.  Low and behold, another dedicated 

volunteer was introduced to Summit! Jenny Dakai and her family heard the story of Kinzie, met 

her, and fell in love with this beautiful dog. 

     It has always been our mission to empower people with disabilities to greater heights.  Along 

the way we have the glory of giving dogs a new leash on life when they are adopted into new and 

loving family homes.  Thank you for loving hearts and homes. 

 

With the warm weather finally 

here please remember that if you 

are thirsty, so are your pets!!! 

Our Featured Release Dog 
    

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  Anna is a very special young 

dog, who needs a very special 

family! She is a Rottweiler/Lab 

mix (smaller size) who has been 

blind from birth. This amazing 

dog does not let that slow her 

down. She is often exploring the 

environment around her without 

any worries about her disability. 

You wouldn't even know she's 

blind to watch her trot around 

and play. This sweet dog cer-

tainly loves to be cuddled and 

petted and wants nothing more 

then to climb in your lap for 

snuggles. She weighs about 45 

pounds and has pretty black and 

tan markings with a cute white 

tip on her tail. Her coat is sleek, 

easy to brush and care for, and 

her personality is charming. Her 

adoptive family will need to 

keep her on a leash.  They will 

also need to be sure she has a 

stable indoor environment so 

that she gets used to a particular 

routine and can find her way 

around her house and yard. Once 

she learns her way around, she 

will be able to navigate quite 

well in her home and yard.  If 

you want to learn more about 

Anna, please email 

sue@summitdogs.org. 

                     Come Play With Us! 

  Attention everyone! Here is a fun volunteer opportunity that Summit  

has for you! We are offering an invitation to all interested folks to come  

and socialize with our  new litter of puppies!  The puppies will be visit-

ing our office often and you can arrange to see them by calling the office 

at 360-293-5609. 

  Studies have shown the more young puppies are held, talked to, and played with, the better so-

cialized they grow up to be.  For all you dog lovers, here's your opportunity to come snuggle and 

pet these beautiful yellow Labrador pups and help us get them ready for their upcoming futures 

with Summit Assistance Dogs. 

  Michelle Munro, our Volunteer Coordinator, has been gracious enough to take care of these pups 

while Auntie Barb Clark was on vacation this past month. Michelle 

reports that at three weeks of age their average weight was 4 lbs. and a 

lot of spunk!  There was no time for boredom!  They kept Michelle 

very busy!   She said "It has been a lot of fun watching them play and 

having visitors stopping by for puppy kisses.  Individual characteristics 

are beginning to emerge and mama Teton is wonderful with her 

babies.ò  THANK YOU, MICHELLE! 
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