
 

SPOTLIGHT ON  

Peggy Overbey Graduate of 2007 and Featured Volunteer 

     Peggy has a degenerative disease called Spinal Muscular Atrophy (SMA). It is a 

form of Muscular Dystrophy and is the result of a mutation in a single gene. Many 

people with SMA are unable to walk and Peggy lost this ability when she was in the 

8th grade. Peggyôs condition makes it difficult for her to retrieve things, turn on 

lights and open doors. After 23 years working for the federal government, the pro-

gression of the disease means that Peggy found work too tiring and recently retired.  

    Peggy learned about Summit Assis-

tance Dogs from investigations on the 

web. After evaluating alternatives, Peggy 
was particularly impressed with Sum-

mitôs approach to training which com-

bines in-class team training with at-home 
follow-up. After applying and being 

accepted by Summit, Peggy waited for 

18 months for her service dog named 
Apollo. Even before receiving Apollo, 

Peggy began providing a tremendous 

amount of help with many different facets of the agency.  She felt that volunteer-

ing was one way to help the people and agency that would one day be helping her. 

    Peggy has been a major contributor in the development of the ñDogs of Micro-

softò calendars.  She provides the graphic skills necessary to create a calendar for 

Microsoft employees. The employees enter a contest with a picture of their dog and 
hope for a chance that it will be selected for a feature page.  This is a strong fund 

raiser that also introduces many new Microsoft employees to the work that Summit 

does each year. This production takes a tremendous amount of coordination, editing 
and professional skills that few are able to provide.  Peggy has done this graciously 

and gracefully!   

    She also helps at many of the community events in which Summit participates. 
She says, ñI love being able to share my service dog, Apollo, with everyone when 

we are at the different events.  Talking to and 

showing others the things that he does for me 
is very exciting, and I love watching the kids 

interact with him.ò  Apollo is quite popular 

and tends to show how much he appreciates 
the love and attention he gets by rolling over 

and granting the public the opportunity to 

scratch his belly! 

     Outside of her time volunteering with 
Summit, some of the things she enjoys doing 

are spending time with family and friends, playing games, taking Apollo to the dog 

park when the weather is nice, and going to Marinerôs baseball games. 

 

Peggy, thank you for being an ambassador for Summit in all that you do. 

 

Greater Heights Help 

Summit Assistance Dogs provides 

highly skilled canines for people 

with  disabilities.  Your contribu-

tions to Summit will truly make a 

difference in the lives of people 

with disabilities. 

Visit us at: 

www.Summitdogs.org 

Click on the Donate Link and 

follow the easy steps. 

 Call  360-293-5609 to find out 

others ways you can help. 

Summit Assistance Dogs          
7575 Chestnut Lane 

Anacortes, WA. 98221 360-293-5609 

info@summitdogs.org         www.summitdogs.org 

ñLove Unleashed ñ 

A ñpawsitivelyò inspirational  

presentation about the work  of  

Summit Assistance Dogs 

Where: 

Bellingham Library 

Fairhaven Branch 

1117 12th Street 

When: 

Feb 27th 2008        7:00-8:00PM 

In the Northwest Room Shilo 
 

 

No dog should end up in an ani-
mal shelter, but every once in 

awhile we adopt one that I just 

can't possibly imagine someone 
surrendering or not claiming. 

Our featured shelter dog, Shilo, is 

such a dog. Shilo was so sweet 
and gentle during her evaluation. 

She was also calm and quiet, two 
of the things we look for in a 

potential service dog. 

 
Once out of the shelter and living 

in my home, her wonderful attrib-

utes only continued to unfold. 

While she initially had the de-

meanor of a dog who had been 

mistreated by someone, she is 
now gaining more and more 

confidence and blossoming in her 

new role. Many of our applicants 
have already fallen in love with 

Shilo and I expect she will make 

someone a wonderful partner in 
the fall graduating class. We 

think Shilo is a German Shep-

herd/Cattle Dog mix. She was 
adopted from the Humane Soci-

ety for Tacoma/Pierce County. 

 
By: Sue Meinzinger 

                   

  ñEmpowering People To Greater Heightsò 
February  2008  

Our B-Litter Getting Ready For 

Team Training 

 

 

 

Bridget, Brooke, Beauty, 

 Boston and Bergy 

Our featured career change dog 

  ñTANKò 

 

 

 

 

 

ñAdorable & adoptable to a 

loving pet homeò 

Email: wendy@summitdogs.org 
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Wonder how long ? 

Great Quote: 

Submitted anonymously from the heart of  puppy raisers and service dog owners 

 ñIt came to me that every time I lose a dog they take a piece of my heart 

with them, and every new dog who comes into my life, gifts me with a 

piece of their heart.  If I live long enough, all the components of my heart 

will be dog, and I will become as generous and loving as they are."  

http://www.Summitdogs.org

